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Dear Frie ds, 
 

Would ou alk i  thei  shoes? 

 

Worki g ules i  Gree e ote  take thousa ds of steps a day, alki g for iles, arryi g or draggi g hea y 
loads up a d do  ou tai sides i  oth seari g su er heat a d iter i ter old.  But a  you i agi e 
taki g e ery o e of those steps i  ill-ii g shoes that pi h your feet? 

 

That s the reality for hu dreds of orki g ules i  Gree e… ut GAWF is taki g a io  to ha ge this.  Ha i g 
ide iied the pro le  – poor shoes – our farrier, Gia is, has pro ided his o , i o ai e soluio  a d  
de eloped a e , spe ially desig ed ule shoe that its orre tly, o forta ly supports a d prote ts the 
hoof, a d e a les the a i als to alk o er rough grou d safely… a d free fro  pai . 
 

The shoes i  use up to o  ha e ee  thi , lat etal plates ut to sto k sizes rather tha  tailored to ea h 
a i al s hoof. They reate a  al ost o plete seal, hi h a  lead to i fe io  a d disease – pote ially 
ausi g irrepara le da age a d o sta t pai . Gia is  e  Greek Mou tai  “hoe  – the irst ule shoe 

e er to e de eloped i  Gree e – has added grip a d, ru ially, a  ope  for  that a  e i di idually shaped 
for a perfe t it.  “ee ore i  a  i ter ie  ith Gia is o  page 4 i side . 
 

Will ou help us ake the Mou tai  Shoe a aila le to o e ha d- o ki g ules? We a t to see all of the 
ules e eet duri g our outrea h isits gi e  the ha e to ork ore safely a d o forta ly.  With your 

support e a  ake this a reality. Will you please gi e £ 5, or hate er you a  aford today? 

 

We k o  a y of the uleteers e re helpi g ill resist ha ges to their tradiio al pra i es – o es that 
ha e ee  passed do  for ge eraio s – a d e ha e our ork ut out to o i e the  of the e eits of 
adopi g the e  shoe. But e ha e already egu  to see results a d are o ide t 
that e e  the dou ters ill soo  o e rou d as they see a i als that are usi g  
Gia is  e  shoes treadi g ore sure-footedly a d orki g eter tha  their o .   
 

“o ote  i  our ork e i d oursel es just pi ki g up the pie es, so it s o derful to 
e partly respo si le for aki g a reakthrough that ill e a ga e- ha ger  for so 
a y orki g a i als i  Gree e.  No  e eed your help to spread the ord a d get 

Gia is  i o aio  i to the re otest or ers of the ou try.  Lo  i o e groups i  
Gree e ha e ee  terri ly afe ted y the ou try s o goi g e o o i  risis, a d i  
i pro i g the elfare of the uleteers  tea s e k o  e are also suppori g a far 
fro  pri ileged group of people to o i ue ei g a le to ear  a li i g. 
 

Tha k you for suppori g us i  this pio eeri g e  proje t a d i  all of our ork for 
a i als i  Gree e. 
 

With ery est ishes, 
 

 

 

Bria  Co ie, Chair GAWF/A i al A io  Gree e 

 

NB: all o ey raised fro  this appeal ill e used to fu d our a paig s a d proje ts.  

The old ‘plaka’ 
shoe 

The new Greek 
Mountain shoe 
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Welcome to Elpida 37 

From the Chief Executive 

 

Dear GAWF “upporters a d Frie ds, 
 

Belie e it or ot GAWF is o  5  years old! That s 3  i  dog years!  

 

Ba k i  5 , ho ould ha e i agi ed that the s all orga isaio  Elea or Close 
fou ded ould sill e a i e today, a d that it ould sill ha e su h a lo g ay 
to go efore its isio  ould e a hie ed? 

 

Whilst prepari g Elpida I rele ted o  e erythi g that as a o plished i  0 : 
assi e euteri g s he es i  oth Athe s a d rural parts of Gree e oferi g re-

lief for stray olo ies. Where e are a le to a t, e  u eutered strays do ot 
appear i  large u ers.  “o there is o populaio  e plosio  of the ki d that a  
lead to u a ted kite s a d puppies ha i g to li e ith the suferi g aused y 
disease a d star aio .  We ha e too ote  see  i di idual people or e e  hole 
o u iies  tur  agai st strays. Our strategy as al ays is to i ter e e proa -

i ely to pre e t possi le i ide ts of ruelty, poiso i g a d a use. 
 

Ma y i di idual a i als su h as Mr. Friday, Lu ky a d “iis ere sa ed a d 
adopted i to lo i g ho es, pro i g that a i als e teri g our et ork of are 
a  ha e a happy e di g. 

 

We ore our lo yi g aps o  a y o asio s last year, ha i g fruiful eei gs 
ith the Mi istry of Agri ulture.  At the sa e i e, e ope ed a dialogue ith 

the Mi istry of Touris , aki g the argu e t a out ho  rele a t the elfare of 
stray a i als is to the posii e or egai e e perie e of Gree e that isitors 
o e a ay ith to oth Mi isters a d staf. We ere also ery usy lo yi g 

Mayoral a didates. Our a paig , Buildi g a Gree e that ares a out A i als  
resulted i  00 ele ted Mayors sig i g a pledge o ii g the sel es to a -
agi g stray populaio s i  their distri ts respo si ly. The result of this efort as 

ore far-rea hi g tha  e e pe ted… e o  ha e a y Mayors aski g for our 
outrea h progra es a d ad i e. 
 

I hope you e joy readi g this ediio  of Elpida hi h 
i  Greek ea s hope . I deed there is so u h to 

e hopeful a out a d e ill ot rest u il our is-
sio  – hi h is para ou t i  e erythi g e do – 
rea hes fruiio . 
 

A hearfelt tha k you to our dedi ated do ors a d 
supporters e ause you e a le us to do great ork 
o  ehalf of the a i als. Tha k you for ei g ith 
us o  this jour ey. 
 

With all good ishes,  
A alia “oirhou, CEO 

Phevos goes to California! 
 

‘e e er Phe os the e - ir us iger? 
A i al lo er a d for er CEO of GAWF, 
Da id Bar es, as o  a issio  to raise 
£ 3,000 to se d hi  fro  a arre  age 
i  a ru -do  zoo i  Gree e to a sa tu-
ary i  Califor ia.  
 

Just efore Christ as, e ere a so-
lutely thrilled to hear that Phe os has 

ee  su essfully o ed to his e  
ho e a d is setli g i  i ely. We k o  
that a y of you, our supporters, ge -
erously do ated to Phe os s fu d or 
spread the ord a out his plight so 
please do all gi e yoursel es a ig pat o  
the a k! By orki g together, so u h 
a  e a hie ed. We re ei ed this es-

sage fro  Da id:   Tha k ou for all 
our help, the appeal o  GAWF ‘s e -

site orked a d a  Greeks do ated! 
Tha ks to GAWF e ers .  
A d this essage fro  Vero i a at Li-
o s, Tigers a d Bears—Phe os s e  
ho e: Tha k you for your support a d 
for helpi g get Phe os to his e  ho e 
here at Lio s Tigers & Bears. He is 
setli g i  i ely a d e are happy to 
ha e had the opportu ity to pro ide 
hi  a lifei e ho e here . 
 

Co gratulaio s to e eryo e i ol ed 
ith this res ue! B  Lu  West ore 

Neutering Update
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Neutering Update 

Our Neuteri g Outrea h Proje t e t fro  stre gth to 
stre gth i  0  a d e treated, a i ated a d eutered 
o er ,000 a i als!  
 

We are so grateful to our fu ders, a d, last year, e re-
ei ed € ,000 fro  the Brigite Bardot Fou daio  a d 

€3,500 fro  o ile pho e o pa y WIND. We also re-
ei ed a ery ge erous do aio  fro  o e of our support-

ers of £5,000. This o ey e a led us to lau h the ig-
gest euteri g s he e e er i  Gree e o  World A i al 
Day, th O to er. We orked et ee  O to er th a d 
Christ as a d fo used o  euteri g a i als i  Athe s 
a d the losely surrou di g areas.  The target u er of 
a i als e hoped to euter a d a i ate as 50 00 
ats, 50 dogs  ut e a tually a hie ed a total of 5!  

We ould like to e te d our grateful tha ks to e eryo e 
i ol ed i  hat as a  a iious, ut truly grou d-

reaki g i iiai e. By fo usi g o  o e large area a d eu-

teri g the target 
populaio , e ill 
see a real i pa t o  
populaio  u ers 
a d e ill eas-
ure our results ith 
the help of lo al 

olu teers ho ill help us to olle t data that e a  
a alyse. The ai  of this pari ular stra d of the Neuteri g 
Proje t is to see a arked drop i  the u er of stray ats 
li i g o  the streets of Athe s, hi h e elie e ill lead 
to greater tolera e of these a i als a d are a d o -
passio  ei g e te ded to the . GAWF is grateful for the 
o i ued faith our supporters sho  i  us, espe ially dur-

i g the desperate i a -
ial situaio  that Gree e 

is li i g through, a d is 
here to e sure that their 
fu ds go dire tly to the 

elfare of the greatest 
possi le u er of a i-

als. We are urre tly i  
the idst of a other ig 

euteri g dri e i  Ath-
e s, to uild o  the ork 

e did at the e d of last 
year. We ill keep you 
posted i  the e t issue. 
B  the GAWF tea  

Thank you 

 

As al a s, e a t to e te d ou  hea felt tha ks to ou, ou  o de ful suppo te s 
fo  e a li g us to o i ue ou  ital o k fo  the a i als i  G ee e. We a e so g ate-
ful to ou  fa ulous olu tee s ho ha e helped us aise u h- eeded fu ds fo  the 
a i als a d e ould like to se d huge tha ks to ea h a d e e  o e of ou.  
 

We ould like to tha k ou  fu de s a d pa t e s fo  thei  alued suppo t: Do ke  
Sa tua , ‘SPCA, Vega  Cake , B igite Ba dot Fou daio , Wi d, At o , A i al 
F ie ds I su a e, The Casta ea T ust, The Ju e Ste e s Fou daio , The Be l E ets 
a d ‘o e t Luf T ust, Gold a  Sa hs Gi es, Mi hael Testle  Cha ita le Fou daio  
a d The AS Butle  Cha ita le T ust. 

WANTED! 
Have you got any  

unwanted gold, silver or  
costume jewellery (even if 
it’s damaged)? Or UK or  

foreign currency notes? If so 
please read the enclosed 

leaflet and find out how you 
can support the animals in 

Greece quickly and easily by 
recycling your items.  

Thank you!  



As you will have read on page one, we 
are absolutely delighted that a new, 
welfare friendly mule shoe has been 
developed and produced in Greece – 
we are even more thrilled (and more 
than a little proud) that the force be-
hind this pioneering innovation is none 
other than our Equine Project farrier 
Giannis Brastianos! Giannis, who 
works as part of our Equine Team and 
also in private practice, trained in the 
UK on a GAWF funded scholarship 
and is the only qualified farrier in 
Greece.  For some time now, Giannis 
has been frustrated by the regular 
shoes used by working mule owners 
and made it his mission to develop 
and implement an effective alternative. 
Here, in an interview with our vet Kleo, 
Giannis tells us more about the first 
shoe specific to mules to be devel-
oped in Greece.  
 

K. Whe  did ou sta t o ki g ith 
GAWF / A i al A io ?  
 

G. The irst E ui e Proje t isits I took 
part i  ere i  00  a d I had the o e-i
-a-lifei e ha e to ork alo gside so e 

ell-k o  professio al farriers fro  E g-
la d , a ely Joh  Pree e a d Joh  Fairgrie e. We ui kly 
ide iied ro g pra i e i  the shoei g of orki g e ui es, 
a d sa  that so a y pro le s ere aused y the la k of 
other opio s a aila le to the o ers. 
 

K. Whe e a e the la ge populaio s of o ki g e ui es  
lo ated i  G ee e, a d ho  a e the  ei g used?  
 

G. The largest are of ules a d horses to e pre ise, a d 
they re ai ly lo ated i  ou tai ous regio s of Halkidiki, 
Thessaly, Dra a a d “erres. I  all areas they are o sidered 

orkers ; assisi g lu erja ks ith arryi g ood fro  
ou tai s here there are o forest roads. They ha e to e 

o i uously shod i  order to prote t their hoo es fro  e -
tre e ear aused y the uliple i es they alk their 
routes ea h day.  
 

 

K. Is the e a pa i ula  a  of shoei g o ki g e ui es i  
G ee e, a d ho  is this dife e t f o  shoei g i  othe  
ou t ies?  

 

G. U il o , orki g e ui es i  
Gree e ha e ee  shod ith shoes 
alled 'plakes'. These are its of a 
etal plate, ut i to arious sizes 

a d ited as they o e, thus o -
pletely seali g the u derside of the 
hoof. It is t possi le to shape these 
plakes  i  order to adapt the  to 

i di idual hoo es. I  other ou -
tries, here ules are used for the 
sa e purposes, people use or al 
ope  shoes that a  e shaped a -
ordi g to the ule s hoof. 

 

K. Wh  do G eek ule o e s o -
i ue to use plakes ?  
 

G.  A o e all e ause they thi k that 
y seali g the hoof o pletely, se -

sii e parts are eter prote ted o  
rough grou d. They thi k that step-
pi g o  a sto e ithout the  ill 
ause dis o fort a d possi le la e-
ess to the ule. Further ore the 

e ui e o ers are ote  resista t to 
ha ge a pra i e they are a us-

to ed to; o e they ha e lear ed 
fro  their a estors.   
 

K. So ho  as the e  ule shoe desig ed? 

 

G. Ater a y outrea hes ith GAWF/AA, duri g hi h I sa  
a y e a ples of the pro le s a i als had ith the old 

type of shoes, I o luded that a e  shoe, ope  a d orre-
spo di g to the di e sio s a d shape of a ule s hoof as 

eeded. I started taki g easure e ts of difere t hoof siz-
es, i  order to ha e a large e ough sa ple fro  hi h to de-
sig  a e  shoe. I  ooperaio  ith a o pa y alled 
'Petalo' a d the Dut h shoe- aki g ir  Ker khaert, e de-
ided to produ e a spe ii  shoe that is it for purpose. It has 
ee  a ed the Greek Mou tai  shoe. 

 

K. Ho  did the o e s ea t he  ou dis ussed the e  
shoe ith the ?  
 

G. As e pe ted, i  the egi i g, they ere ery egai e a d 
highly rii al of the shoe a d ere t ope  to so ethi g i -

o ai e a d so difere t fro  the shoes they ere used to.   
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New welfare-friendly mule      shoe in Greece

A working mule in Greece 



Ho e er, ater a y ate pts at persuasio  a d so e 
de o straio s of the shoe a d shoei g pro edure, e ere 
a le to address so e of their ore o o  o er s a d 
they a e fully to u dersta d the ad a tages of the e  
shoe a d its ulitude of e ei ial i pli aio s for the el-
fare of their a i als. Of ourse there are sill a y o ers 
that refuse to try it ut as ith other areas of our ork, edu-
aio  is so key a d e ill o i ue to highlight the ad-
a tages of the e  shoe a d hope that through ge tle per-

suasio , e e  the resista t o ers ill e e tually a t to 
gi e the e  shoe a try.  
 

K. Let s talk a litle a out the ad a tages of the e  shoe 
a d the disad a tages of the old shoe.  
 

G. I  the ta le elo  I ha e listed the ad a tages of the e  
shoe a d the disad a tages of the plakes . I  the later, the 
o plete seali g of the hoof reates a aero i  o diio s 

that are great for i ro ial gro th a d diseases. Moreo er, 
the shoe is ot shaped for ea h hoof, so ails ote  i jure li -
i g issue. Fi ally, the plate a  e d a d re ai  distorted 
ater a stro g i pa t. This a  produ e a pressure poi t that 

ill ause o i ual da age to the sole u il the shoe is re-

o ed. 
 

All these disad-
a tages are eli i-
ated y ha i g a  

ope  shoe that a  
e shaped to the 

hoof, allo i g the 
sole ot o ly to 

reathe ut also to 
harde . 
 

K. Do ou thi k the 
e  shoe ill get the 

i te est it dese es, 
a d hat a e ou  
hopes fo  the futu e?  
 

G. O e thi g is ertai
– to date, e ha e 

ade a great deal of 
progress i  ha gi g 
the ie s of people 
usi g outdated pra -
i es. It is ot easy, 
e e  he  suggesi g 
so ethi g that see s 
like o o  se se, 

ut ore a d ore 
you g people are tak-
i g o er their pare ts  

ork a d are tha kful-
ly ope  to tryi g e  
thi gs. I speak o  e-
half of the e ire E -
ui e Proje t tea  he  I say that for us, it is itally i porta t 

ot o ly to treat orki g e ui es i  a y areas of Gree e 
ut also to ha ge the per epio  of people usi g i orre t 

pra i es a d thus e suri g the highest possi le sta dards of 
elfare for a i als. By o i ui g to ad o ate est pra i e, 
e ot o ly see happier, healthier e ui es ut e i pro e 

their a ility to ork o forta ly a d thus e help people i  
Gree e to ake a li i g.    
It has ee  a  ho our a d pri ilege ei g a e er of GAW-
F/AA s E ui e Proje t tea  a d I look for ard to pro oi g 
the e  shoe far a d ide. I ha e o dou t that e ill see 
far-rea hi g posii e results i  o ths a d years to o e as a 
result of the Greek Mou tai  “hoe.  
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New welfare friendly mule      shoe in Greece 

Giannis fitting the new Greek 
Mountain Shoe 

The plaka is removed to reveal 
a very unhealthy sole  

The old ‘plaka’ shoe is ill fitting 
and creates problems 



 

NEWS     UPDATE

Sifis the cat from Serifos 

 

You will all remember the story of Sifis, the frightened, be-
draggled stray cat from Serifos. As you know, we managed 

to catch Sifis and take him to Athens where he was gently 
examined by our vet.  

 

Sadly, the prognosis wasn’t good – Sifis had cancer that 
couldn’t be cured, and we were told that he wouldn’t live a 

long life. After every-
thing this brave little 

cat had been through, 

we wanted to make 
sure that his remaining 

time, no matter how 
short, was as good as 

it could possibly be.  

 
We found a foster 

home for Sifis and his 
carer reported that he 

was understandably 
shy and untrusting – 

this didn’t surprise us, 
after all, he’d never 
been shown any kind-

ness by humans before. 

But something changed.  

 
Thanks to the love and respect he was shown, Sifis came 

round. Although it was a slow process, Sifis began to enjoy 
being stroked and has even been known to settle on his 

carer’s lap. Much to the delight of all of us, Sifis is still with 
us and is enjoying a lifestyle fit for a king – we are supplying 
him with specialist food and we believe it is nothing less 

than he deserves! It just goes to show how a life can be 
completely turned around – for the better.  

 

A happy end for Mr. Friday  
 

Readers may remember poor Mr. Friday the dog. He was 
found by a tourist in a sorry state and was rescued by the 

local animal welfare group.  
 

He was desperately thirsty and starving, and he wolfed down 

the food given to him before being rushed to the vet’s.  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
       

He was dehydrated, emaciated, weak and had open wounds 

on his neck - had we not intervened there and then, we 
have no doubt his days would have been numbered.  

 

Despite his terrible ordeal, Mr Friday made a full recovery. 

He now lives very happily with his original rescuers – having 

seen him gradually drag himself back to full health they 

simply had to open their hearts and their home to this lova-

ble mutt! By Lucy Westmore 

Lives we changed 

Sifis before Sifis now 

Mr Friday when he was found Mr Friday now, with his new playmate 



 

NEWS     UPDATE 

Lobbying to benefit strays 

 

Last year e lo ied for re isio  of the ari le of La  03  that refers to euteri g progra es arried out y olu teers. 
The la  urre tly allo s su h progra es to take pla e o ly i  eriied eteri ary li i s pri ate or pu li . Most Mu i i-
paliies i  Gree e do t ha e a pu li  eteri ary li i  a d lo al pri ate ets ote  refuse to joi  our et tea  a d pro ide 
their pre ises. This ea s it a  e ery dii ult for us to arry out euteri g progra es for stray a i als a d e are 
restri ted i  ter s of the lo aio s e a  isit.   
 

The la  as due for re isio  last year a d e su essfully lo ied to roade  the lo aio s 
here euteri g progra es for strays a  take pla e. This ould ha e allo ed us to euter i  

pre ises that elo g to Mu i ipaliies or i di iduals, gi i g us u h ore le i ility.  
 

Just efore this re isio  as i alised, there as a a i et reshule a d a e  Mi ister as 
appoi ted, hi h u fortu ately ea t e had to start fro  s rat h.  
 

‘e e t o u i aio s ith the e  Mi ister s se retary re ealed that the la  re isio  as 
sill a aii g the Mi ister s sig ature. As e rite, i  early 0 5, there is a hole e  go er -

e t i  pla e, aki g the task of uildi g e  o ta ts a d u dersta di gs truly rele t the 
Greek yth of “isyphus… e push the oulder to the top of the hill a d just as e rea h the 
rest it rolls a k do … a d e ha e to start agai . Ne ertheless, e i te d to keep the pres-

sure up a d hope e e tually to ope  up e  possi iliies i  ter s of lo aio s e a  isit i  
the future. Without the urre t restri io s, e ill e a le to rea h a y ore stray a i als 
i  eed. B  our tea  i  Athe s 

Success!!! No more marine  
mammal performances at Attiko 
Parko Zoo under Greek Law 

 

I  Ja uary 0 , the Mi istry of ‘ural De elop e t 
& Food ate pted to start pro eedi gs that ould 
reate a  e e pio  for the o e a d o ly legally op-

erai g zoo i  Gree e, Aiko Parko, fro  the a  
passed y la  i  0  prohi ii g perfor a es ith 
a i als.  
 

The zoo s dolphi ariu  held daily perfor a es fea-
turi g ari e a als ut GAWF/A i al A io  
stro gly felt that these perfor a es should also e 

a ed u der the 0  la . We de ided to take a -
io  a d et ith the Mi istry, se t a leter to the 
respo si le Mi ister hi self, a d also urged our sup-
porters to e ail the Mi ister to sho  that the pu li  

ere agai st the dolphi ariu  sho s a d ould t 
tolerate a y e e pio s. We ade the ase that all 
a i al perfor a es that lead to a i al suferi g for 
'e tertai e t' purposes are u a epta le, a d e 
are pleased to say that e su eeded! We hope 
there ill e o ore a i al perfor a es at the 
zoo s dolphi ariu  a d e a t to tha k all of you 
for le di g your support to this i porta t a paig . 
B  our tea  i  Athe s 

Vegfest Brighton 

 

GAWF had a sta d at this huge ega  e e t i  Mar h a d spoke 
to hu dreds of people i terested i  the plight of a i als i  
Gree e. We also au io ed t o of the eauiful s ulptures de-
sig ed a d produ ed y lo al arist, Da ia  Harriso  a d raised 
£ 00 fro  these. We sill ha e o e of these a azi g s ulptures 
let a d are urre tly o sideri g ays of raisi g o ey fro  it 
for the a i als.  
 

Ma y tha ks to Da ia  for reai g the s ulptures a d to our 
olu teers for helpi g out at the e e t. To see ore of Da i-

a s ork isit htp:// .da ia harriso . o  

Kat, Vern and Lola (rescued from Greece!) —proud 
owners of one of the sculptures 
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In memory of Giorgos 

 

I  De e er, uietly, o  a ooded hillside i  orther  
Gree e, a  A eri a  la k ear died.  Giorgos as fou d 
lyi g lifeless i  his e losure at the ildlife res ue a d re-
ha ilitaio  e tre ru  y the NGO, Ar turos.    He as the 
o ly reside t of his spe ies at the e tre, hi h spe ialises 
i  ol es a d ears, ha i g ee  o is ated i   fro  
his pre ious o er ho had ee  usi g hi  as a da i g 

ear.  Before that he had ee  a ir us a i al.  Be ause of 
his history of lo g o ta t ith hu a s it as e er goi g 
to e possi le to release hi  i to the ild – a d there is o 

aturally o urri g populaio  of la k ears i  orther  
Gree e.  Ho e er, he li ed happily at the e tre, here 
o er 0 years his health i pro ed a d he as a le to for  
a lose o d ith Tasoula, a ro  ear.  Giorgos took to 
diggi g out a de  large e ough for oth of the  ea h Wi -
ter, a d they ould hi er ate together.  
 

This o e ear s story is e le ai  of the su ess of the 
orga isaio s that a paig ed lo g a d hard to e d the 
suferi g of perfor i g ears a d outla  their use i  tra -
elli g ir uses a d sho s i  Gree e.  Ar turos as origi al-
ly set up to a hie e this o je i e a d GAWF/A i al A io  
also played a ery a i e role, e te di g the a  to all a i-

als.  Giorgos ould e o is ated e ause aitudes to 
da i g ears a d holdi g ild a i als i  api ity ha e 
ha ged so u h i  Gree e – a d else here – a d la s 

ha e gradually ee  re ised to rele t this.  I  0  Gree e 
e a e the irst ou try i  the EU to a  all a i al perfor-
a es. 

 

Giorgos fou d dig ity a d o pa io ship at the res ue 
e tre, here his u i ue ess, his glossy oat a d uiet 

de ea our ade hi  popular ith isitors.  “taf reported 
that he as ge tle ut also stu or .  Ater his prety 
ro ky start i  life I guess o o e u h egrudged his o a-
sio ally eha i g like… a it of a ear! A a “ta aiou 

 

New celebrity support 
 

We e ee  fortu ate to ha e atra ted the support of so e e  ele riies. We ha e el o ed Greek hef Vassilis Kallidis 
a d o edia  Kateri a Vra a o  oard as A assadors a d ere ery pleased to ha e so ial edia support a d ge eral a k-
i g fro  a i al lo ers lassi al ioli ist Va essa Mae a d TV prese ter Jas i e Har a .   



Recognition for Lily!  
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I irst a e to k o  Lily 
he  she a d I ere oth 

Trustees of GAWF – a posi-
io  she held for a y years, 
i lue i g poli y a d pro-
je ts to the e eit of the 
a i als of Gree e.  But at 
the sa e i e she as also 

usy o  a other proje t; o e 
that as holly her o  
reaio , i spiraio … a d 
urde . 

 

O er 30 years ago Lily had e o e a are of the poor state 
of the sea turtle esi g ea hes o  the isla d of )aky thos 
a d, ei g e irely u deterred y the e or ity of the task, 
deter i ed that she ould do so ethi g a out it.  I trusi e 

uildi g de elop e t a d distur a e fro  isii g tourists 
– oth o  la d a d at sea – ea t that the e da gered log-
gerhead turtles, hose ost ital esi g ea hes i  the 

hole of the Mediterra ea  ere i  Laga as ay, ere u a-
le to o e ashore a d est i  pea e.  Nest u ers ere 

falli g – fast. 
 

Lily set up a UK harity – MEDA““ET – a d a other parallel 
ot-for-proit asso iaio  i  Gree e.  Through these t o 
odies she lo ied, resear hed, edu ated, raised oth fu ds 

a d a are ess, a d ge erally fought to prote t the Mediter-
ra ea s turtles.  Yes, the Mediterra ea !  Lily has e er 

ee  o e to li it the s ope of her a iio , so the dis rete 
area of Laga as i  )aky thos as gradually e pa ded to i -
lude the hole sea!  Mari e turtles do t re og ise aio -

al ou daries, so either did Lily.  “he soo  lear ed ho  the 

Europea  i situio s orked a d has si e ee  fearless i  
taki g her ase to the i ter aio al eei g of the Ber  Co -

e io  i  “tras ourg ea h year to halle ge ea h a d a y 
aio  of the Mediterra ea  ri  he  it as faili g i  its 

o ligaio s to prote t its ul era le populaio s of sea tur-
tles.  Curre tly she is sill pursui g Turkish a d Greek go -
er e ts to do eter, hile ta kli g the re-appeara e of 
turtle eat for sale i  the arkets of Ale a dria, Egypt.   
 

Not o ly the sur i al ut also the elfare of sea reatures is 
at the heart of MEDA““ET s ork.  E ta gle e t i  ishi g 
gear fre ue tly auses the ago isi g death y dro i g of 
seals, dolphi s a d turtles.  “o the harity is urre tly part-

er i  a proje t to take a a do ed ishi g ets, ghost ets , 
see elo  a d let  out of the sea a d re y le the ylo  

they are ade fro  i to reusa le yar .  This, i  tur , is o  
ei g su essfully used i  the a ufa ture of so ks, i  a  

e a ple of the ki d of reai e thi ki g that typiies Lily s 
approa h to e erythi g she does.   
 

A ouple of eeks ago Lily a d a tea  fro  MEDA““ET ere 
at the re e t I ter aio al “ea Turtle “y posiu  i  Dala-

a , Turkey, here her years of dedi ated ork ere 
a k o ledged i  a Lifei e A hie e e t A ard.  00-odd 
people fro  arou d the glo e rose to their feet i  a sta di g 
o aio .  ‘arely a  su h a re epio  ha e ee  eter de-
ser ed. A a “ta aiou, Trustee 

 

We need you! 
 

We are i  desperate eed of ore olu teers to help us olle t fu ds at Lo do  trai  staio s this year. If you ould like 
to help please all us o  0 0 35 500 or e ail ga f@ga f.org.uk. Our olle tors tell us that they i d the e perie e 

e joya le a d ery re ardi g, pari ularly he  e add up their taki gs a d let the  k o  ho  u h o ey they 
ha e raised for a i als i  eed – Lo do  o uters a  e a ge erous u h! If you are t a le to get to Lo do       

perhaps you ight like to hold a olle io  i  your lo al area. We ould e ore tha  happy to help you arra ge this so 
please do get i  tou h.   



Frie ds of A i als Nea Filadelia ega   years ago 
a d si e that i e, the group see photo elo  has 
ha ged the li es of a y a i als that ha e o e 

i to its are. I  this i ter ie , its fou di g e er 
Kiki gi es us a  i sight i to the highs a d lo s of 

orki g at the sharp e d of a i al elfare i  Gree e.  

 

Wh , he  a d ho  did ou sta t ou  g oup? 

 

Frie ds of A i als of Nea Filadelia as fou ded  i  00  
i  order to address the pro le s asso iated ith stray 
dogs a d ats i  our to . We also a ted to ork  
to ards ha gi g the aitudes of the lo al people ith 
regards to the a i als, so that they a  li e i  har o y 

ith the . Therefore, o e of the thi gs that e syste ai-
ally do is talk to s hools, espe ially pri ary s hools,  

hopi g that the e  ge eraio  ill e ki der to a i als. 
 

Ho  does GAWF/A i al A io  assist ou ith ou  
o k? 

 

GAWF/AA supports our ork y oferi g us free euteri g 
for dogs a d ats. Neuteri g ats is pari ularly i porta t 

e ause there are o other progra s urre tly ru i g. 
 

What a e the iggest halle ges ou ha e fa ed i  ou  
o k ith a i als?  

 

The iggest halle ge is tryi g to persuade people to 
adopt or e e  foster a i als i  Gree e. Ote , he   
people all us to let us k o  they ha e fou d a  a i al i  

eed e ill irst ask hether they ould take the a i al 

i  the sel es. To ake this tra siio  as s ooth as  
possi le, e ofer the  so e pro isio s su h as the irst 

a i aio , or i g, a d the o ligatory i ro hip free of 
harge. We also ork ith people ho o ta t us he  

they a t to gi e their a i al up a d e try to e plore 
the reaso s they a t keep the a i al a y ore a d i d 
soluio s that ould help the  to keep it. 

 

Ho  do ou aise fu ds?  
 

First, e ha e a irtual adopio  syste . We urge 
people or groups to irtually adopt o e of our  
a i als for 5 euro per o th. We orga ise  
fu draisi g azaars as ote  as e a  i ludi g at 
Christ as, Easter, May Day, su er a d i  O to er, 
to oi ide ith the WAG-A-THON alk.  We ut our 
ake o  Ne  Year s E e a d ha e a Hallo ee  da e 

a d ha e also had olu teers ru i g the aratho  
to raise o ey for us for the past 3 years. 
 

What a e the iggest a i al elfa e p o le s i  
ou  a ea? 

 

The pro le s e usually fa e are those typi ally fou d i  
ur a  areas su h as a a do e t of a i als. Perhaps 

e ause people are a are of our a i al elfare ork, 
a y a a do  a i als outside or arou d the shelter a d 

this a  e e tre ely dii ult to a age, due to la k of 
spa e i  the shelter a d our foster ho es.   
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Pups at the shelter 

Spotlight on a Greek animal 
welfare group 



Ca  ou tell us a out a su ess sto ?  
 

It as May 5, 0 , he  e fou d a 
gia t dog, a asif type, ied up outside 
our shelter, a a do ed. He as i  ery 
poor o diio  a d ould arely sta d up. 
Both of his hi d legs had deep ou ds i  
t o pla es a d e ould see the o e 
protrudi g. Veteri ary tests sho ed the 
poor dog had Leish a ia, hi h had t – 
tha kfully - da aged his ital orga s, ut 
the si k ess had take  its toll a d Talos, 
as e a ed hi , as i  a ad ay.  The 

ou ds e sa  o  his ody ere sores 
that had aused osteo yeliis so e 
treated these ui kly a d started  
I te si e treat e t for Leish a ia a d  
a i ioi s for the pressure sores. At the 
sa e i e, olu teers tried to gi e hi  
as u h lo e as possi le a d heal the 

ou ds of his soul. A d a ira le  
happe ed! Gradually he rose to his feet 
a d ega  to alk te tai ely a d slo ly. 
The ou ds started heali g a d just three 

o ths later, Talos agged his tail, a d 
arked like a y other dog. With the help of 

GAWF/ A i al A io  e eutered hi  as 
ell.   

 

The  a se o d ira le happe ed.  
Ale a der, a ki d you g a  had  
pre iously adopted Oli er fro  us ho as 
a Ca e Corso ith da aged kid eys - also 
aused y Leish a ia. Ale a der ofered 

Oli er a happy a d lo i g life u il he 
passed a ay at hi h i e he isited the 
shelter agai  a d this i e et a d adopt-
ed Talos! This gia t of a dog ho had ee  
redu ed to a eak a d o eri g re k y 
disease a d egle t o  sta ds tall a d 
proud a d li es a ery happy life ith Ale a -
der a d his fa ily – othi g less tha  he de-
ser es! It is out o es like this that keep us all 
goi g through the e epio ally hard i es 
a d people like Ale a der ho gi e us hope 
for a eter future of a i als i  Gree e.  
 

B  E ge ia Mataragka 
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Talos was found tied up outside the 
shelter in a terrible way... 

...but with love and care he survived and 
has found a forever home with Alexander 

Friends of Animals, Nea Filadelfia 

For ore i for aio :  
htp:// .frie dsofa i als- f. o  



  

Please help animals in Greece—renew your membership or send a donation today 

 

Name of your bank: 
 

Address & postcode 

of your bank: 
 

 

Bank Sort Code: 
 

Your account No:  
 

 

Please pay to Lloyds TSB Bank plc, Butler Place Branch, 
1 Butler Place, London SW1H 0RP Sort Code: 309897 to 
the credit of the Greek Animal Welfare Fund, Account No: 
00747919, my donation of : 

annually / monthly (delete as applicable) on  

day □□ month □□ year □□ and until 
further notice.  
 

 

Name: 
 

 

Address  
& postcode: 
 

Date: 
 

 

Signature:  
 

Regular giving: Banker’s Standing Order 

Amount in words 

 

Name:  
 

Address & 

Postcode: 
 

Email/phone: 
  

 

I would like to join GAWF/renew my annual membership (& receive this magazine twice a year) & enclose:  

□ £20  □ Retired/Student/Under 18/Unwaged £15 □ Lifetime £200   

I enclose a donation of: □£100  □£50  □£25  □£10  □Other £ 

 

Please debit my Charity/Barclaycard/Visa/Mastercard card No: 
 

Expiry date:   In the sum of £                                    
 

Security code:   

  Please tick the box if you would like an acknowledgement 
 

 

If you use Internet banking you can donate via electronic transfer. Our bank details are below 
 

Please make cheques/POs payable to GAWF Ltd or Greek Animal Welfare Fund Ltd 

 

MM / YY  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please return to: The Greek Animal Welfare Fund, 51 Borough High Street, London, SE1 1NB 

Tel: 0207 357 8500 Email: gawf@gawf.org.uk Website: www.animalactiongreece.gr 
 

Charity Number: 233574 Company Number: 881216 

Gift Aid declaration – for past, present & future  
donations—GAWF/Greek Animal Welfare Fund 

 

Please treat as Git Aid do aio s all ualifyi g gits of o ey ade  
today          i  the past  years              i  the future 

 

Please i k all o es ou ish to appl . 
I o ir  I ha e paid or ill pay a  a ou t of I o e Ta  a d/or Capital 
Gai s Ta  for ea h ta  year  April to 5 April  that is at least e ual to the 
a ou t of ta  that all the hariies or Co u ity A ateur “ports Clu s 
CA“Cs  that I do ate to ill re lai  o  y gits for that ta  year. I u der-

sta d that other ta es su h as VAT a d Cou il Ta  do ot ualify. I u der-
sta d the harity ill re lai  p of ta  o  e ery £  that I ga e up to 5 
April 0 0 a d ill re lai  5p of ta  o  e ery £  that I gi e o  or ater  
April 0 0. 
 

Do o s details 

Title___________First a e____________________________ 

“ur a e _____________________________________________________ 

Full ho e address _____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

___________________________Post ode _________________________ 

Date ________________________________________________________ 

“ig ature ____________________________________________________ 
 

Please noify the charity or CASC if you: 
Wa t to a el this de laraio , ha ge our a e or ho e address or o 
lo ger pa  sui ie t ta  o  our i o e a d/or apital gai s. 
If ou pa  I o e Ta  at the higher or addiio al rate a d a t to re ei e the 
addiio al ta  relief due to ou, ou ust i lude all our Git Aid do aio s o  
our “elf Assess e t ta  retur  or ask HM Re e ue a d Custo s to adjust our 

ta  ode. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 


