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Dear FrieŶds, 
 

Would Ǉou ǁalk iŶ theiƌ shoes? 

 

WorkiŶg ŵules iŶ GreeĐe oteŶ take thousaŶds of steps a day, ǁalkiŶg for ŵiles, ĐarryiŶg or draggiŶg heaǀy 
loads up aŶd doǁŶ ŵouŶtaiŶsides iŶ ďoth seariŶg suŵŵer heat aŶd ďiter ǁiŶter Đold.  But ĐaŶ you iŵagiŶe 
takiŶg eǀery oŶe of those steps iŶ ill-iiŶg shoes that piŶĐh your feet? 

 

That͛s the reality for huŶdreds of ǁorkiŶg ŵules iŶ GreeĐe… ďut GAWF is takiŶg aĐioŶ to ĐhaŶge this.  HaǀiŶg 
ideŶiied the proďleŵ – poor shoes – our farrier, GiaŶŶis, has proǀided his oǁŶ, iŶŶoǀaiǀe soluioŶ aŶd  
deǀeloped a Ŷeǁ, speĐially desigŶed ŵule shoe that its ĐorreĐtly, Đoŵfortaďly supports aŶd proteĐts the 
hoof, aŶd eŶaďles the aŶiŵals to ǁalk oǀer rough grouŶd safely… aŶd free froŵ paiŶ. 
 

The shoes iŶ use up to Ŷoǁ haǀe ďeeŶ thiŶ, lat ŵetal plates Đut to stoĐk sizes rather thaŶ tailored to eaĐh 
aŶiŵal͛s hoof. They Đreate aŶ alŵost Đoŵplete seal, ǁhiĐh ĐaŶ lead to iŶfeĐioŶ aŶd disease – poteŶially 
ĐausiŶg irreparaďle daŵage aŶd ĐoŶstaŶt paiŶ. GiaŶŶis͛ Ŷeǁ ͞Greek MouŶtaiŶ “hoe͟ – the irst ŵule shoe 
eǀer to ďe deǀeloped iŶ GreeĐe – has added grip aŶd, ĐruĐially, aŶ opeŶ forŵ that ĐaŶ ďe iŶdiǀidually shaped 
for a perfeĐt it.  ;“ee ŵore iŶ aŶ iŶterǀieǁ ǁith GiaŶŶis oŶ page 4 iŶsideͿ. 
 

Will Ǉou help us ŵake the MouŶtaiŶ Shoe aǀailaďle to ŵoƌe haƌd-ǁoƌkiŶg ŵules? We ǁaŶt to see all of the 
ŵules ǁe ŵeet duriŶg our outreaĐh ǀisits giǀeŶ the ĐhaŶĐe to ǁork ŵore safely aŶd Đoŵfortaďly.  With your 
support ǁe ĐaŶ ŵake this a reality. Will you please giǀe £Ϯ5, or ǁhateǀer you ĐaŶ aford today? 

 

We kŶoǁ ŵaŶy of the ŵuleteers ǁe͛re helpiŶg ǁill resist ĐhaŶges to their tradiioŶal praĐiĐes – oŶes that 
haǀe ďeeŶ passed doǁŶ for geŶeraioŶs – aŶd ǁe haǀe our ǁork Đut out to ĐoŶǀiŶĐe theŵ of the ďeŶeits of 
adopiŶg the Ŷeǁ shoe. But ǁe haǀe already ďeguŶ to see results aŶd are ĐoŶideŶt 
that eǀeŶ the douďters ǁill sooŶ Đoŵe rouŶd as they see aŶiŵals that are usiŶg  
GiaŶŶis͛ Ŷeǁ shoes treadiŶg ŵore sure-footedly aŶd ǁorkiŶg ďeter thaŶ their oǁŶ.   
 

“o oteŶ iŶ our ǁork ǁe iŶd ourselǀes just piĐkiŶg up the pieĐes, so it͛s ǁoŶderful to 
ďe partly respoŶsiďle for ŵakiŶg a ďreakthrough that ǁill ďe a ͞gaŵe-ĐhaŶger͟ for so 
ŵaŶy ǁorkiŶg aŶiŵals iŶ GreeĐe.  Noǁ ǁe Ŷeed your help to spread the ǁord aŶd get 
GiaŶŶis͛ iŶŶoǀaioŶ iŶto the reŵotest ĐorŶers of the ĐouŶtry.  Loǁ iŶĐoŵe groups iŶ 
GreeĐe haǀe ďeeŶ terriďly afeĐted ďy the ĐouŶtry͛s oŶgoiŶg eĐoŶoŵiĐ Đrisis, aŶd iŶ 
iŵproǀiŶg the ǁelfare of the ŵuleteers͛ teaŵs ǁe kŶoǁ ǁe are also supporiŶg a far 
froŵ priǀileged group of people to ĐoŶiŶue ďeiŶg aďle to earŶ a liǀiŶg. 
 

ThaŶk you for supporiŶg us iŶ this pioŶeeriŶg Ŷeǁ projeĐt aŶd iŶ all of our ǁork for 
aŶiŵals iŶ GreeĐe. 
 

With ǀery ďest ǁishes, 
 

 

 

BriaŶ Coǁie, Chair GAWF/AŶiŵal AĐioŶ GreeĐe 

 

NB: all ŵoŶey raised froŵ this appeal ǁill ďe used to fuŶd our ĐaŵpaigŶs aŶd projeĐts.  

The old ‘plaka’ 
shoe 

The new Greek 
Mountain shoe 
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Welcome to Elpida 37 

From the Chief Executive 

 

Dear GAWF “upporters aŶd FrieŶds, 
 

Belieǀe it or Ŷot GAWF is Ŷoǁ 5ϲ years old! ;That͛s 3ϵϮ iŶ dog years!Ϳ 
 

BaĐk iŶ ϭϵ5ϵ, ǁho Đould haǀe iŵagiŶed that the sŵall orgaŶisaioŶ EleaŶor Close 
fouŶded ǁould sill ďe aĐiǀe today, aŶd that it ǁould sill haǀe suĐh a loŶg ǁay 
to go ďefore its ǀisioŶ Đould ďe aĐhieǀed? 

 

Whilst prepariŶg Elpida I releĐted oŶ eǀerythiŶg that ǁas aĐĐoŵplished iŶ Ϯ0ϭϰ: 
ŵassiǀe ŶeuteriŶg sĐheŵes iŶ ďoth AtheŶs aŶd rural parts of GreeĐe oferiŶg re-
lief for stray ĐoloŶies. Where ǁe are aďle to aĐt, Ŷeǁ uŶŶeutered strays do Ŷot 
appear iŶ large Ŷuŵďers.  “o there is Ŷo populaioŶ eǆplosioŶ of the kiŶd that ĐaŶ 
lead to uŶǁaŶted kiteŶs aŶd puppies haǀiŶg to liǀe ǁith the suferiŶg Đaused ďy 
disease aŶd starǀaioŶ.  We haǀe too oteŶ seeŶ iŶdiǀidual people ;or eǀeŶ ǁhole 
ĐoŵŵuŶiiesͿ turŶ agaiŶst strays. Our strategy as alǁays is to iŶterǀeŶe proaĐ-
iǀely to preǀeŶt possiďle iŶĐideŶts of Đruelty, poisoŶiŶg aŶd aďuse. 
 

MaŶy iŶdiǀidual aŶiŵals suĐh as Mr. Friday, LuĐky aŶd “iis ǁere saǀed aŶd 
adopted iŶto loǀiŶg hoŵes, proǀiŶg that aŶiŵals eŶteriŶg our Ŷetǁork of Đare 
ĐaŶ haǀe a happy eŶdiŶg. 
 

We ǁore our loďďyiŶg Đaps oŶ ŵaŶy oĐĐasioŶs last year, haǀiŶg fruiful ŵeeiŶgs 
ǁith the MiŶistry of AgriĐulture.  At the saŵe iŵe, ǁe opeŶed a dialogue ǁith 
the MiŶistry of Tourisŵ, ŵakiŶg the arguŵeŶt aďout hoǁ releǀaŶt the ǁelfare of 
stray aŶiŵals is to the posiiǀe or Ŷegaiǀe eǆperieŶĐe of GreeĐe that ǀisitors 
Đoŵe aǁay ǁith to ďoth MiŶisters aŶd staf. We ǁere also ǀery ďusy loďďyiŶg 
Mayoral ĐaŶdidates. Our ĐaŵpaigŶ, ͞BuildiŶg a GreeĐe that Đares aďout AŶiŵals͟ 
resulted iŶ ϭ00 eleĐted Mayors sigŶiŶg a pledge ĐoŵŵiiŶg theŵselǀes to ŵaŶ-
agiŶg stray populaioŶs iŶ their distriĐts respoŶsiďly. The result of this efort ǁas 
ŵore far-reaĐhiŶg thaŶ ǁe eǆpeĐted… ǁe Ŷoǁ haǀe ŵaŶy Mayors askiŶg for our 
outreaĐh prograŵŵes aŶd adǀiĐe. 
 

I hope you eŶjoy readiŶg this ediioŶ of Elpida ǁhiĐh 
iŶ Greek ŵeaŶs ͚hope͛. IŶdeed there is so ŵuĐh to 
ďe hopeful aďout aŶd ǁe ǁill Ŷot rest uŶil our ŵis-
sioŶ – ǁhiĐh is paraŵouŶt iŶ eǀerythiŶg ǁe do – 
reaĐhes fruiioŶ. 
 

A hearfelt thaŶk you to our dediĐated doŶors aŶd 
supporters ďeĐause you eŶaďle us to do great ǁork 
oŶ ďehalf of the aŶiŵals. ThaŶk you for ďeiŶg ǁith 
us oŶ this jourŶey. 
 

With all good ǁishes,  
Aŵalia “oirhou, CEO 

Phevos goes to California! 
 

‘eŵeŵďer Pheǀos the eǆ-ĐirĐus iger? 
AŶiŵal loǀer aŶd forŵer CEO of GAWF, 
Daǀid BarŶes, ǁas oŶ a ŵissioŶ to raise 
£ϭ3,000 to seŶd hiŵ froŵ a ďarreŶ Đage 
iŶ a ruŶ-doǁŶ zoo iŶ GreeĐe to a saŶĐtu-
ary iŶ CaliforŶia.  
 

Just ďefore Christŵas, ǁe ǁere aďso-
lutely thrilled to hear that Pheǀos has 
ďeeŶ suĐĐessfully ŵoǀed to his Ŷeǁ 
hoŵe aŶd is setliŶg iŶ ŶiĐely. We kŶoǁ 
that ŵaŶy of you, our supporters, geŶ-
erously doŶated to Pheǀos͛s fuŶd or 
spread the ǁord aďout his plight so 
please do all giǀe yourselǀes a ďig pat oŶ 
the ďaĐk! By ǁorkiŶg together, so ŵuĐh 
ĐaŶ ďe aĐhieǀed. We reĐeiǀed this ŵes-
sage froŵ Daǀid:   ͞ThaŶk Ǉou for all 
Ǉour help, the appeal oŶ GAWF ‘s ǁeď-
site ǁorked aŶd ŵaŶǇ Greeks doŶated! 
ThaŶks to GAWF ŵeŵďers͟.  
AŶd this ŵessage froŵ VeroŶiĐa at Li-
oŶs, Tigers aŶd Bears—Pheǀos͛s Ŷeǁ 
hoŵe: ͞ThaŶk you for your support aŶd 
for helpiŶg get Pheǀos to his Ŷeǁ hoŵe 
here at LioŶs Tigers & Bears. He is 
setliŶg iŶ ŶiĐely aŶd ǁe are happy to 
haǀe had the opportuŶity to proǀide 
hiŵ a lifeiŵe hoŵe here͟. 
 

CoŶgratulaioŶs to eǀeryoŶe iŶǀolǀed 
ǁith this resĐue! BǇ LuĐǇ Westŵore 

Neutering Update
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Neutering Update 

Our NeuteriŶg OutreaĐh ProjeĐt ǁeŶt froŵ streŶgth to 
streŶgth iŶ Ϯ0ϭϰ aŶd ǁe treated, ǀaĐĐiŶated aŶd Ŷeutered 
oǀer Ϯ,000 aŶiŵals!  
 

We are so grateful to our fuŶders, aŶd, last year, ǁe re-
Đeiǀed €ϴ,000 froŵ the Brigite Bardot FouŶdaioŶ aŶd 
€3,500 froŵ ŵoďile phoŶe ĐoŵpaŶy WIND. We also re-
Đeiǀed a ǀery geŶerous doŶaioŶ froŵ oŶe of our support-
ers of £5,000. This ŵoŶey eŶaďled us to lauŶĐh the ďig-
gest ŶeuteriŶg sĐheŵe eǀer iŶ GreeĐe oŶ World AŶiŵal 
Day, ϰth OĐtoďer. We ǁorked ďetǁeeŶ OĐtoďer ϰth aŶd 
Christŵas aŶd foĐused oŶ ŶeuteriŶg aŶiŵals iŶ AtheŶs 
aŶd the Đlosely surrouŶdiŶg areas.  The target Ŷuŵďer of 
aŶiŵals ǁe hoped to Ŷeuter aŶd ǀaĐĐiŶate ǁas ϳ50 ;ϲ00 
Đats, ϭ50 dogsͿ ďut ǁe aĐtually aĐhieǀed a total of ϴϳ5!  
We ǁould like to eǆteŶd our grateful thaŶks to eǀeryoŶe 
iŶǀolǀed iŶ ǁhat ǁas aŶ aŵďiious, ďut truly grouŶd-

ďreakiŶg iŶiiaiǀe. By foĐusiŶg oŶ oŶe large area aŶd Ŷeu-

teriŶg the target 
populaioŶ, ǁe ǁill 
see a real iŵpaĐt oŶ 
populaioŶ Ŷuŵďers 
aŶd ǁe ǁill ŵeas-
ure our results ǁith 
the help of loĐal 
ǀoluŶteers ǁho ǁill help us to ĐolleĐt data that ǁe ĐaŶ 
aŶalyse. The aiŵ of this pariĐular straŶd of the NeuteriŶg 
ProjeĐt is to see a ŵarked drop iŶ the Ŷuŵďer of stray Đats 
liǀiŶg oŶ the streets of AtheŶs, ǁhiĐh ǁe ďelieǀe ǁill lead 
to greater toleraŶĐe of these aŶiŵals aŶd Đare aŶd Đoŵ-
passioŶ ďeiŶg eǆteŶded to theŵ. GAWF is grateful for the 
ĐoŶiŶued faith our supporters shoǁ iŶ us, espeĐially dur-
iŶg the desperate iŶaŶ-
Đial situaioŶ that GreeĐe 
is liǀiŶg through, aŶd is 
here to eŶsure that their 
fuŶds go direĐtly to the 
ǁelfare of the greatest 
possiďle Ŷuŵďer of aŶi-
ŵals. We are ĐurreŶtly iŶ 
the ŵidst of aŶother ďig 
ŶeuteriŶg driǀe iŶ Ath-
eŶs, to ďuild oŶ the ǁork 
ǁe did at the eŶd of last 
year. We ǁill keep you 
posted iŶ the Ŷeǆt issue. 
BǇ the GAWF teaŵ 

Thank you 

 

As alǁaǇs, ǁe ǁaŶt to eǆteŶd ouƌ heaƌfelt thaŶks to Ǉou, ouƌ ǁoŶdeƌful suppoƌteƌs 
foƌ eŶaďliŶg us to ĐoŶiŶue ouƌ ǀital ǁoƌk foƌ the aŶiŵals iŶ GƌeeĐe. We aƌe so gƌate-
ful to ouƌ faďulous ǀoluŶteeƌs ǁho haǀe helped us ƌaise ŵuĐh-Ŷeeded fuŶds foƌ the 
aŶiŵals aŶd ǁe ǁould like to seŶd huge thaŶks to eaĐh aŶd eǀeƌǇ oŶe of Ǉou.  
 

We ǁould like to thaŶk ouƌ fuŶdeƌs aŶd paƌtŶeƌs foƌ theiƌ ǀalued suppoƌt: DoŶkeǇ 
SaŶĐtuaƌǇ, ‘SPCA, VegaŶ CakeƌǇ, Bƌigite Baƌdot FouŶdaioŶ, WiŶd, AtĐoŵ, AŶiŵal 
FƌieŶds IŶsuƌaŶĐe, The CastaŶea Tƌust, The JuŶe SteǀeŶs FouŶdaioŶ, The BeƌǇl Eǀets 
aŶd ‘oďeƌt Luf Tƌust, GoldŵaŶ SaĐhs Giǀes, MiĐhael Testleƌ Chaƌitaďle FouŶdaioŶ 
aŶd The AS Butleƌ Chaƌitaďle Tƌust. 

WANTED! 
Have you got any  

unwanted gold, silver or  
costume jewellery (even if 
it’s damaged)? Or UK or  

foreign currency notes? If so 
please read the enclosed 

leaflet and find out how you 
can support the animals in 

Greece quickly and easily by 
recycling your items.  

Thank you!  



As you will have read on page one, we 
are absolutely delighted that a new, 
welfare friendly mule shoe has been 
developed and produced in Greece – 
we are even more thrilled (and more 
than a little proud) that the force be-
hind this pioneering innovation is none 
other than our Equine Project farrier 
Giannis Brastianos! Giannis, who 
works as part of our Equine Team and 
also in private practice, trained in the 
UK on a GAWF funded scholarship 
and is the only qualified farrier in 
Greece.  For some time now, Giannis 
has been frustrated by the regular 
shoes used by working mule owners 
and made it his mission to develop 
and implement an effective alternative. 
Here, in an interview with our vet Kleo, 
Giannis tells us more about the first 
shoe specific to mules to be devel-
oped in Greece.  
 

K. WheŶ did Ǉou staƌt ǁoƌkiŶg ǁith 
GAWF / AŶiŵal AĐioŶ?  
 

G. The irst EƋuiŶe ProjeĐt ǀisits I took 
part iŶ ǁere iŶ Ϯ00ϰ aŶd I had the oŶĐe-iŶ
-a-lifeiŵe ĐhaŶĐe to ǁork aloŶgside soŵe 
ǁell-kŶoǁŶ professioŶal farriers froŵ EŶg-
laŶd , Ŷaŵely JohŶ PreeĐe aŶd JohŶ Fairgrieǀe. We ƋuiĐkly 
ideŶiied ǁroŶg praĐiĐe iŶ the shoeiŶg of ǁorkiŶg eƋuiŶes, 
aŶd saǁ that so ŵaŶy proďleŵs ǁere Đaused ďy the laĐk of 
other opioŶs aǀailaďle to the oǁŶers. 
 

K. Wheƌe aƌe the laƌge populaioŶs of ǁoƌkiŶg eƋuiŶes  
loĐated iŶ GƌeeĐe, aŶd hoǁ aƌe theǇ ďeiŶg used?  
 

G. The largest are of ŵules aŶd horses to ďe preĐise, aŶd 
they͛re ŵaiŶly loĐated iŶ ŵouŶtaiŶous regioŶs of Halkidiki, 
Thessaly, Draŵa aŶd “erres. IŶ all areas they are ĐoŶsidered 
͞ǁorkers͟; assisiŶg luŵďerjaĐks ǁith ĐarryiŶg ǁood froŵ 
ŵouŶtaiŶs ǁhere there are Ŷo forest roads. They haǀe to ďe 
ĐoŶiŶuously shod iŶ order to proteĐt their hooǀes froŵ eǆ-
treŵe ǁear Đaused ďy the ŵuliple iŵes they ǁalk their 
routes eaĐh day.  
 

 

K. Is theƌe a paƌiĐulaƌ ǁaǇ of shoeiŶg ǁoƌkiŶg eƋuiŶes iŶ 
GƌeeĐe, aŶd hoǁ is this difeƌeŶt fƌoŵ shoeiŶg iŶ otheƌ 
ĐouŶtƌies?  

 

G. UŶil Ŷoǁ, ǁorkiŶg eƋuiŶes iŶ 
GreeĐe haǀe ďeeŶ shod ǁith shoes 
Đalled 'plakes'. These are ďits of a 
ŵetal plate, Đut iŶto ǀarious sizes 
aŶd ited as they Đoŵe, thus Đoŵ-
pletely sealiŶg the uŶderside of the 
hoof. It isŶ͛t possiďle to shape these 
͚plakes͛ iŶ order to adapt theŵ to 
iŶdiǀidual hooǀes. IŶ other ĐouŶ-
tries, ǁhere ŵules are used for the 
saŵe purposes, people use Ŷorŵal 
͚opeŶ͛ shoes that ĐaŶ ďe shaped aĐ-
ĐordiŶg to the ŵule͛s hoof. 
 

K. WhǇ do Gƌeek ŵule oǁŶeƌs ĐoŶ-
iŶue to use ͚plakes͛?  
 

G.  Aďoǀe all ďeĐause they thiŶk that 
ďy sealiŶg the hoof Đoŵpletely, seŶ-
siiǀe parts are ďeter proteĐted oŶ 
rough grouŶd. They thiŶk that step-
piŶg oŶ a stoŶe ǁithout theŵ ǁill 
Đause disĐoŵfort aŶd possiďle laŵe-
Ŷess to the ŵule. Furtherŵore the 
eƋuiŶe oǁŶers are oteŶ resistaŶt to 
ĐhaŶge a praĐiĐe they are aĐĐus-
toŵed to; oŶe they haǀe learŶed 

froŵ their aŶĐestors.   
 

K. So hoǁ ǁas the Ŷeǁ ŵule shoe desigŶed? 

 

G. Ater ŵaŶy outreaĐhes ǁith GAWF/AA, duriŶg ǁhiĐh I saǁ 
ŵaŶy eǆaŵples of the proďleŵs aŶiŵals had ǁith the old 
type of shoes, I ĐoŶĐluded that a Ŷeǁ shoe, opeŶ aŶd Đorre-
spoŶdiŶg to the diŵeŶsioŶs aŶd shape of a ŵule͛s hoof ǁas 
Ŷeeded. I started takiŶg ŵeasureŵeŶts of difereŶt hoof siz-
es, iŶ order to haǀe a large eŶough saŵple froŵ ǁhiĐh to de-
sigŶ a Ŷeǁ shoe. IŶ ĐooperaioŶ ǁith a ĐoŵpaŶy Đalled 
'Petalo' aŶd the DutĐh shoe-ŵakiŶg irŵ KerĐkhaert, ǁe de-
Đided to produĐe a speĐiiĐ shoe that is it for purpose. It has 
ďeeŶ Ŷaŵed the ͞Greek MouŶtaiŶ͟ shoe. 
 

K. Hoǁ did the oǁŶeƌs ƌeaĐt ǁheŶ Ǉou disĐussed the Ŷeǁ 
shoe ǁith theŵ?  
 

G. As eǆpeĐted, iŶ the ďegiŶŶiŶg, they ǁere ǀery Ŷegaiǀe aŶd 
highly ĐriiĐal of the shoe aŶd ǁereŶ͛t opeŶ to soŵethiŶg iŶ-
Ŷoǀaiǀe aŶd so difereŶt froŵ the shoes they ǁere used to.   
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New welfare-friendly mule      shoe in Greece

A working mule in Greece 



Hoǁeǀer, ater ŵaŶy ateŵpts at persuasioŶ aŶd soŵe 
deŵoŶstraioŶs of the shoe aŶd shoeiŶg proĐedure, ǁe ǁere 
aďle to address soŵe of their ŵore ĐoŵŵoŶ ĐoŶĐerŶs aŶd 
they Đaŵe fully to uŶderstaŶd the adǀaŶtages of the Ŷeǁ 
shoe aŶd its ŵulitude of ďeŶeiĐial iŵpliĐaioŶs for the ǁel-
fare of their aŶiŵals. Of Đourse there are sill ŵaŶy oǁŶers 
that refuse to try it ďut as ǁith other areas of our ǁork, edu-
ĐaioŶ is so key aŶd ǁe ǁill ĐoŶiŶue to highlight the ad-
ǀaŶtages of the Ŷeǁ shoe aŶd hope that through geŶtle per-
suasioŶ, eǀeŶ the resistaŶt oǁŶers ǁill eǀeŶtually ǁaŶt to 
giǀe the Ŷeǁ shoe a try.  
 

K. Let͛s talk a litle aďout the adǀaŶtages of the Ŷeǁ shoe 
aŶd the disadǀaŶtages of the old shoe.  
 

G. IŶ the taďle ďeloǁ I haǀe listed the adǀaŶtages of the Ŷeǁ 
shoe aŶd the disadǀaŶtages of the ͚plakes͛. IŶ the later, the 
Đoŵplete sealiŶg of the hoof Đreates aŶaeroďiĐ ĐoŶdiioŶs 
that are great for ŵiĐroďial groǁth aŶd diseases. Moreoǀer, 
the shoe is Ŷot shaped for eaĐh hoof, so Ŷails oteŶ iŶjure liǀ-
iŶg issue. FiŶally, the plate ĐaŶ ďeŶd aŶd reŵaiŶ distorted 
ater a stroŶg iŵpaĐt. This ĐaŶ produĐe a pressure poiŶt that 
ǁill Đause ĐoŶiŶual daŵage to the sole uŶil the shoe is re-

ŵoǀed. 
 

All these disad-
ǀaŶtages are eliŵi-
Ŷated ďy haǀiŶg aŶ 
opeŶ shoe that ĐaŶ 
ďe shaped to the 
hoof, alloǁiŶg the 
sole Ŷot oŶly to 
ďreathe ďut also to 
hardeŶ. 
 

K. Do Ǉou thiŶk the 
Ŷeǁ shoe ǁill get the 
iŶteƌest it deseƌǀes, 
aŶd ǁhat aƌe Ǉouƌ 
hopes foƌ the futuƌe?  
 

G. OŶe thiŶg is ĐertaiŶ
– to date, ǁe haǀe 
ŵade a great deal of 
progress iŶ ĐhaŶgiŶg 
the ǀieǁs of people 
usiŶg outdated praĐ-
iĐes. It is Ŷot easy, 
eǀeŶ ǁheŶ suggesiŶg 
soŵethiŶg that seeŵs 
like ĐoŵŵoŶ seŶse, 
ďut ŵore aŶd ŵore 
youŶg people are tak-
iŶg oǀer their pareŶts͛ 
ǁork aŶd are thaŶkful-
ly opeŶ to tryiŶg Ŷeǁ 
thiŶgs. I speak oŶ ďe-
half of the eŶire EƋ-
uiŶe ProjeĐt teaŵ ǁheŶ I say that for us, it is ǀitally iŵportaŶt 
Ŷot oŶly to treat ǁorkiŶg eƋuiŶes iŶ ŵaŶy areas of GreeĐe 
ďut also to ĐhaŶge the perĐepioŶ of people usiŶg iŶĐorreĐt 
praĐiĐes aŶd thus eŶsuriŶg the highest possiďle staŶdards of 
ǁelfare for aŶiŵals. By ĐoŶiŶuiŶg to adǀoĐate ďest praĐiĐe, 
ǁe Ŷot oŶly see happier, healthier eƋuiŶes ďut ǁe iŵproǀe 
their aďility to ǁork Đoŵfortaďly aŶd thus ǁe help people iŶ 
GreeĐe to ŵake a liǀiŶg.    
It has ďeeŶ aŶ hoŶour aŶd priǀilege ďeiŶg a ŵeŵďer of GAW-
F/AA͛s EƋuiŶe ProjeĐt teaŵ aŶd I look forǁard to proŵoiŶg 
the Ŷeǁ shoe far aŶd ǁide. I haǀe Ŷo douďt that ǁe ǁill see 
far-reaĐhiŶg posiiǀe results iŶ ŵoŶths aŶd years to Đoŵe as a 
result of the Greek MouŶtaiŶ “hoe.  
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New welfare friendly mule      shoe in Greece 

Giannis fitting the new Greek 
Mountain Shoe 

The plaka is removed to reveal 
a very unhealthy sole  

The old ‘plaka’ shoe is ill fitting 
and creates problems 



 

NEWS     UPDATE

Sifis the cat from Serifos 

 

You will all remember the story of Sifis, the frightened, be-
draggled stray cat from Serifos. As you know, we managed 

to catch Sifis and take him to Athens where he was gently 
examined by our vet.  

 

Sadly, the prognosis wasn’t good – Sifis had cancer that 
couldn’t be cured, and we were told that he wouldn’t live a 

long life. After every-
thing this brave little 

cat had been through, 

we wanted to make 
sure that his remaining 

time, no matter how 
short, was as good as 

it could possibly be.  

 
We found a foster 

home for Sifis and his 
carer reported that he 

was understandably 
shy and untrusting – 

this didn’t surprise us, 
after all, he’d never 
been shown any kind-

ness by humans before. 

But something changed.  

 
Thanks to the love and respect he was shown, Sifis came 

round. Although it was a slow process, Sifis began to enjoy 
being stroked and has even been known to settle on his 

carer’s lap. Much to the delight of all of us, Sifis is still with 
us and is enjoying a lifestyle fit for a king – we are supplying 
him with specialist food and we believe it is nothing less 

than he deserves! It just goes to show how a life can be 
completely turned around – for the better.  

 

A happy end for Mr. Friday  
 

Readers may remember poor Mr. Friday the dog. He was 
found by a tourist in a sorry state and was rescued by the 

local animal welfare group.  
 

He was desperately thirsty and starving, and he wolfed down 

the food given to him before being rushed to the vet’s.  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
       

He was dehydrated, emaciated, weak and had open wounds 

on his neck - had we not intervened there and then, we 
have no doubt his days would have been numbered.  

 

Despite his terrible ordeal, Mr Friday made a full recovery. 

He now lives very happily with his original rescuers – having 

seen him gradually drag himself back to full health they 

simply had to open their hearts and their home to this lova-

ble mutt! By Lucy Westmore 

Lives we changed 

Sifis before Sifis now 

Mr Friday when he was found Mr Friday now, with his new playmate 



 

NEWS     UPDATE 

Lobbying to benefit strays 

 

Last year ǁe loďďied for reǀisioŶ of the ariĐle of Laǁ ϰ03ϵ that refers to ŶeuteriŶg prograŵŵes Đarried out ďy ǀoluŶteers. 
The laǁ ĐurreŶtly alloǁs suĐh prograŵŵes to take plaĐe oŶly iŶ Đeriied ǀeteriŶary ĐliŶiĐs ;priǀate or puďliĐͿ. Most MuŶiĐi-
paliies iŶ GreeĐe doŶ͛t haǀe a puďliĐ ǀeteriŶary ĐliŶiĐ aŶd loĐal priǀate ǀets oteŶ refuse to joiŶ our ǀet teaŵ aŶd proǀide 
their preŵises. This ŵeaŶs it ĐaŶ ďe ǀery diiĐult for us to Đarry out ŶeuteriŶg prograŵŵes for stray aŶiŵals aŶd ǁe are 
restriĐted iŶ terŵs of the loĐaioŶs ǁe ĐaŶ ǀisit.   
 

The laǁ ǁas due for reǀisioŶ last year aŶd ǁe suĐĐessfully loďďied to ďroadeŶ the loĐaioŶs 
ǁhere ŶeuteriŶg prograŵŵes for strays ĐaŶ take plaĐe. This ǁould haǀe alloǁed us to Ŷeuter iŶ 
preŵises that ďeloŶg to MuŶiĐipaliies or iŶdiǀiduals, giǀiŶg us ŵuĐh ŵore leǆiďility.  
 

Just ďefore this reǀisioŶ ǁas iŶalised, there ǁas a ĐaďiŶet reshule aŶd a Ŷeǁ MiŶister ǁas 
appoiŶted, ǁhiĐh uŶfortuŶately ŵeaŶt ǁe had to start froŵ sĐratĐh.  
 

‘eĐeŶt ĐoŵŵuŶiĐaioŶs ǁith the Ŷeǁ MiŶister͛s seĐretary reǀealed that the laǁ reǀisioŶ ǁas 
sill aǁaiiŶg the MiŶister͛s sigŶature. As ǁe ǁrite, iŶ early Ϯ0ϭ5, there is a ǁhole Ŷeǁ goǀerŶ-
ŵeŶt iŶ plaĐe, ŵakiŶg the task of ďuildiŶg Ŷeǁ ĐoŶtaĐts aŶd uŶderstaŶdiŶgs truly releĐt the 
Greek ŵyth of “isyphus… ǁe push the ďoulder to the top of the hill aŶd just as ǁe reaĐh the 
Đrest it rolls ďaĐk doǁŶ… aŶd ǁe haǀe to start agaiŶ. Neǀertheless, ǁe iŶteŶd to keep the pres-
sure up aŶd hope eǀeŶtually to opeŶ up Ŷeǁ possiďiliies iŶ terŵs of loĐaioŶs ǁe ĐaŶ ǀisit iŶ 
the future. Without the ĐurreŶt restriĐioŶs, ǁe ǁill ďe aďle to reaĐh ŵaŶy ŵore stray aŶiŵals 
iŶ Ŷeed. BǇ our teaŵ iŶ AtheŶs 

Success!!! No more marine  
mammal performances at Attiko 
Parko Zoo under Greek Law 

 

IŶ JaŶuary Ϯ0ϭϰ, the MiŶistry of ‘ural DeǀelopŵeŶt 
& Food ateŵpted to start proĐeediŶgs that ǁould 
Đreate aŶ eǆeŵpioŶ for the oŶe aŶd oŶly legally op-
eraiŶg zoo iŶ GreeĐe, Aiko Parko, froŵ the ďaŶ 
passed ďy laǁ iŶ Ϯ0ϭϮ prohiďiiŶg perforŵaŶĐes ǁith 
aŶiŵals.  
 

The zoo͛s dolphiŶariuŵ held daily perforŵaŶĐes fea-
turiŶg ŵariŶe ŵaŵŵals ďut GAWF/AŶiŵal AĐioŶ 
stroŶgly felt that these perforŵaŶĐes should also ďe 
ďaŶŶed uŶder the Ϯ0ϭϮ laǁ. We deĐided to take aĐ-
ioŶ aŶd ŵet ǁith the MiŶistry, seŶt a leter to the 
respoŶsiďle MiŶister hiŵself, aŶd also urged our sup-
porters to eŵail the MiŶister to shoǁ that the puďliĐ 
ǁere agaiŶst the dolphiŶariuŵ shoǁs aŶd ǁouldŶ͛t 
tolerate aŶy eǆeŵpioŶs. We ŵade the Đase that all 
aŶiŵal perforŵaŶĐes that lead to aŶiŵal suferiŶg for 
'eŶtertaiŶŵeŶt' purposes are uŶaĐĐeptaďle, aŶd ǁe 
are pleased to say that ǁe suĐĐeeded! We hope 
there ǁill ďe Ŷo ŵore aŶiŵal perforŵaŶĐes at the 
zoo͛s dolphiŶariuŵ aŶd ǁe ǁaŶt to thaŶk all of you 
for leŶdiŶg your support to this iŵportaŶt ĐaŵpaigŶ. 
BǇ our teaŵ iŶ AtheŶs 

Vegfest Brighton 

 

GAWF had a staŶd at this huge ǀegaŶ eǀeŶt iŶ MarĐh aŶd spoke 
to huŶdreds of people iŶterested iŶ the plight of aŶiŵals iŶ 
GreeĐe. We also auĐioŶed tǁo of the ďeauiful sĐulptures de-
sigŶed aŶd produĐed ďy loĐal arist, DaŵiaŶ HarrisoŶ aŶd raised 
£ϰ00 froŵ these. We sill haǀe oŶe of these aŵaziŶg sĐulptures 
let aŶd are ĐurreŶtly ĐoŶsideriŶg ǁays of raisiŶg ŵoŶey froŵ it 
for the aŶiŵals.  
 

MaŶy thaŶks to DaŵiaŶ for ĐreaiŶg the sĐulptures aŶd to our 
ǀoluŶteers for helpiŶg out at the eǀeŶt. To see ŵore of Daŵi-
aŶ͛s ǁork ǀisit htp://ǁǁǁ.daŵiaŶharrisoŶ.Đoŵ 

Kat, Vern and Lola (rescued from Greece!) —proud 
owners of one of the sculptures 
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In memory of Giorgos 

 

IŶ DeĐeŵďer, Ƌuietly, oŶ a ǁooded hillside iŶ ŶortherŶ 
GreeĐe, aŶ AŵeriĐaŶ ďlaĐk ďear died.  Giorgos ǁas fouŶd 
lyiŶg lifeless iŶ his eŶĐlosure at the ǁildlife resĐue aŶd re-
haďilitaioŶ ĐeŶtre ruŶ ďy the NGO, ArĐturos.    He ǁas the 
oŶly resideŶt of his speĐies at the ĐeŶtre, ǁhiĐh speĐialises 
iŶ ǁolǀes aŶd ďears, haǀiŶg ďeeŶ ĐoŶisĐated iŶ ϭϵϵϭ froŵ 
his preǀious oǁŶer ǁho had ďeeŶ usiŶg hiŵ as a daŶĐiŶg 
ďear.  Before that he had ďeeŶ a ĐirĐus aŶiŵal.  BeĐause of 
his history of loŶg ĐoŶtaĐt ǁith huŵaŶs it ǁas Ŷeǀer goiŶg 
to ďe possiďle to release hiŵ iŶto the ǁild – aŶd there is Ŷo 
Ŷaturally oĐĐurriŶg populaioŶ of ďlaĐk ďears iŶ ŶortherŶ 
GreeĐe.  Hoǁeǀer, he liǀed happily at the ĐeŶtre, ǁhere 
oǀer Ϯ0 years his health iŵproǀed aŶd he ǁas aďle to forŵ 
a Đlose ďoŶd ǁith Tasoula, a ďroǁŶ ďear.  Giorgos took to 
diggiŶg out a deŶ large eŶough for ďoth of theŵ eaĐh WiŶ-
ter, aŶd they ǁould hiďerŶate together.  
 

This oŶe ďear͛s story is eŵďleŵaiĐ of the suĐĐess of the 
orgaŶisaioŶs that ĐaŵpaigŶed loŶg aŶd hard to eŶd the 
suferiŶg of perforŵiŶg ďears aŶd outlaǁ their use iŶ traǀ-
elliŶg ĐirĐuses aŶd shoǁs iŶ GreeĐe.  ArĐturos ǁas origiŶal-
ly set up to aĐhieǀe this oďjeĐiǀe aŶd GAWF/AŶiŵal AĐioŶ 
also played a ǀery aĐiǀe role, eǆteŶdiŶg the ďaŶ to all aŶi-
ŵals.  Giorgos Đould ďe ĐoŶisĐated ďeĐause aitudes to 
daŶĐiŶg ďears aŶd holdiŶg ǁild aŶiŵals iŶ Đapiǀity haǀe 
ĐhaŶged so ŵuĐh iŶ GreeĐe – aŶd elseǁhere – aŶd laǁs 
haǀe gradually ďeeŶ reǀised to releĐt this.  IŶ Ϯ0ϭϮ GreeĐe 
ďeĐaŵe the irst ĐouŶtry iŶ the EU to ďaŶ all aŶiŵal perfor-
ŵaŶĐes. 
 

Giorgos fouŶd digŶity aŶd ĐoŵpaŶioŶship at the resĐue 
ĐeŶtre, ǁhere his uŶiƋueŶess, his glossy Đoat aŶd Ƌuiet 
deŵeaŶour ŵade hiŵ popular ǁith ǀisitors.  “taf reported 
that he ǁas geŶtle ďut also stuďďorŶ.  Ater his prety 
roĐky start iŶ life I guess Ŷo oŶe ŵuĐh ďegrudged his oĐĐa-
sioŶally ďehaǀiŶg like… a ďit of a ďear! AŶŶa “taŵaiou 

 

New celebrity support 
 

We͛ǀe ďeeŶ fortuŶate to haǀe atraĐted the support of soŵe Ŷeǁ Đeleďriies. We haǀe ǁelĐoŵed Greek Đhef Vassilis Kallidis 
aŶd ĐoŵediaŶ KateriŶa VraŶa oŶ ďoard as Aŵďassadors aŶd ǁere ǀery pleased to haǀe soĐial ŵedia support aŶd geŶeral ďaĐk-
iŶg froŵ aŶiŵal loǀers ĐlassiĐal ǀioliŶist VaŶessa Mae aŶd TV preseŶter JasŵiŶe HarŵaŶ.   



Recognition for Lily!  
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I irst Đaŵe to kŶoǁ Lily 
ǁheŶ she aŶd I ǁere ďoth 
Trustees of GAWF – a posi-
ioŶ she held for ŵaŶy years, 
iŶlueŶĐiŶg poliĐy aŶd pro-
jeĐts to the ďeŶeit of the 
aŶiŵals of GreeĐe.  But at 
the saŵe iŵe she ǁas also 
ďusy oŶ aŶother projeĐt; oŶe 
that ǁas ǁholly her oǁŶ 
ĐreaioŶ, iŶspiraioŶ… aŶd 
ďurdeŶ. 

 

Oǀer 30 years ago Lily had ďeĐoŵe aǁare of the poor state 
of the sea turtle ŶesiŶg ďeaĐhes oŶ the islaŶd of )akyŶthos 
aŶd, ďeiŶg eŶirely uŶdeterred ďy the eŶorŵity of the task, 
deterŵiŶed that she ǁould do soŵethiŶg aďout it.  IŶtrusiǀe 
ďuildiŶg deǀelopŵeŶt aŶd disturďaŶĐe froŵ ǀisiiŶg tourists 
– ďoth oŶ laŶd aŶd at sea – ŵeaŶt that the eŶdaŶgered log-
gerhead turtles, ǁhose ŵost ǀital ŶesiŶg ďeaĐhes iŶ the 
ǁhole of the MediterraŶeaŶ ǁere iŶ LagaŶas ďay, ǁere uŶa-
ďle to Đoŵe ashore aŶd Ŷest iŶ peaĐe.  Nest Ŷuŵďers ǁere 
falliŶg – fast. 
 

Lily set up a UK Đharity – MEDA““ET – aŶd aŶother parallel 
Ŷot-for-proit assoĐiaioŶ iŶ GreeĐe.  Through these tǁo 
ďodies she loďďied, researĐhed, eduĐated, raised ďoth fuŶds 
aŶd aǁareŶess, aŶd geŶerally fought to proteĐt the Mediter-
raŶeaŶ͛s turtles.  Yes, the MediterraŶeaŶ!  Lily has Ŷeǀer 
ďeeŶ oŶe to liŵit the sĐope of her aŵďiioŶ, so the disĐrete 
area of LagaŶas iŶ )akyŶthos ǁas gradually eǆpaŶded to iŶ-
Đlude the ǁhole sea!  MariŶe turtles doŶ͛t reĐogŶise ŶaioŶ-
al ďouŶdaries, so Ŷeither did Lily.  “he sooŶ learŶed hoǁ the 

EuropeaŶ iŶsituioŶs ǁorked aŶd has siŶĐe ďeeŶ fearless iŶ 
takiŶg her Đase to the iŶterŶaioŶal ŵeeiŶg of the BerŶ CoŶ-
ǀeŶioŶ iŶ “trasďourg eaĐh year to ĐhalleŶge eaĐh aŶd aŶy 
ŶaioŶ of the MediterraŶeaŶ riŵ ǁheŶ it ǁas failiŶg iŶ its 
oďligaioŶs to proteĐt its ǀulŶeraďle populaioŶs of sea tur-
tles.  CurreŶtly she is sill pursuiŶg Turkish aŶd Greek goǀ-
erŶŵeŶts to do ďeter, ǁhile taĐkliŶg the re-appearaŶĐe of 
turtle ŵeat for sale iŶ the ŵarkets of AleǆaŶdria, Egypt.   
 

Not oŶly the surǀiǀal ďut also the ǁelfare of sea Đreatures is 
at the heart of MEDA““ET͛s ǁork.  EŶtaŶgleŵeŶt iŶ ishiŶg 
gear freƋueŶtly Đauses the agoŶisiŶg death ďy droǁŶiŶg of 
seals, dolphiŶs aŶd turtles.  “o the Đharity is ĐurreŶtly part-
Ŷer iŶ a projeĐt to take aďaŶdoŶed ishiŶg Ŷets, ͞ghost Ŷets͟, 
;see ďeloǁ aŶd letͿ out of the sea aŶd reĐyĐle the ŶyloŶ 
they are ŵade froŵ iŶto reusaďle yarŶ.  This, iŶ turŶ, is Ŷoǁ 
ďeiŶg suĐĐessfully used iŶ the ŵaŶufaĐture of soĐks, iŶ aŶ 
eǆaŵple of the kiŶd of Đreaiǀe thiŶkiŶg that typiies Lily͛s 
approaĐh to eǀerythiŶg she does.   
 

A Đouple of ǁeeks ago Lily aŶd a teaŵ froŵ MEDA““ET ǁere 
at the reĐeŶt IŶterŶaioŶal “ea Turtle “yŵposiuŵ iŶ Dala-
ŵaŶ, Turkey, ǁhere her years of dediĐated ǁork ǁere 
aĐkŶoǁledged iŶ a Lifeiŵe AĐhieǀeŵeŶt Aǁard.  ϲ00-odd 
people froŵ arouŶd the gloďe rose to their feet iŶ a staŶdiŶg 
oǀaioŶ.  ‘arely ĐaŶ suĐh a reĐepioŶ haǀe ďeeŶ ďeter de-
serǀed. AŶŶa “taŵaiou, Trustee 

 

We need you! 
 

We are iŶ desperate Ŷeed of ŵore ǀoluŶteers to help us ĐolleĐt fuŶds at LoŶdoŶ traiŶ staioŶs this year. If you ǁould like 
to help please Đall us oŶ 0Ϯ0ϳ35ϳϴ500 or eŵail gaǁf@gaǁf.org.uk. Our ĐolleĐtors tell us that they iŶd the eǆperieŶĐe 

eŶjoyaďle aŶd ǀery reǁardiŶg, pariĐularly ǁheŶ ǁe add up their takiŶgs aŶd let theŵ kŶoǁ hoǁ ŵuĐh ŵoŶey they 
haǀe raised for aŶiŵals iŶ Ŷeed – LoŶdoŶ Đoŵŵuters ĐaŶ ďe a geŶerous ďuŶĐh! If you areŶ͛t aďle to get to LoŶdoŶ      

perhaps you ŵight like to hold a ĐolleĐioŶ iŶ your loĐal area. We ǁould ďe ŵore thaŶ happy to help you arraŶge this so 
please do get iŶ touĐh.   



FrieŶds of AŶiŵals Nea Filadelia ďegaŶ ϭϭ years ago 
aŶd siŶĐe that iŵe, the group ;see photo ďeloǁͿ has 
ĐhaŶged the liǀes of ŵaŶy aŶiŵals that haǀe Đoŵe 
iŶto its Đare. IŶ this iŶterǀieǁ, its fouŶdiŶg ŵeŵďer 
Kiki giǀes us aŶ iŶsight iŶto the highs aŶd loǁs of 
ǁorkiŶg at the sharp eŶd of aŶiŵal ǁelfare iŶ GreeĐe.  

 

WhǇ, ǁheŶ aŶd hoǁ did Ǉou staƌt Ǉouƌ gƌoup? 

 

FrieŶds of AŶiŵals of Nea Filadelia ǁas fouŶded  iŶ Ϯ00ϰ 
iŶ order to address the proďleŵs assoĐiated ǁith stray 
dogs aŶd Đats iŶ our toǁŶ. We also ǁaŶted to ǁork  
toǁards ĐhaŶgiŶg the aitudes of the loĐal people ǁith 
regards to the aŶiŵals, so that they ĐaŶ liǀe iŶ harŵoŶy 
ǁith theŵ. Therefore, oŶe of the thiŶgs that ǁe systeŵai-
Đally do is talk to sĐhools, espeĐially priŵary sĐhools,  
hopiŶg that the Ŷeǁ geŶeraioŶ ǁill ďe kiŶder to aŶiŵals. 
 

Hoǁ does GAWF/AŶiŵal AĐioŶ assist Ǉou ǁith Ǉouƌ 
ǁoƌk? 

 

GAWF/AA supports our ǁork ďy oferiŶg us free ŶeuteriŶg 
for dogs aŶd Đats. NeuteriŶg Đats is pariĐularly iŵportaŶt 
ďeĐause there are Ŷo other prograŵs ĐurreŶtly ruŶŶiŶg. 
 

What aƌe the ďiggest ĐhalleŶges Ǉou haǀe faĐed iŶ Ǉouƌ 
ǁoƌk ǁith aŶiŵals?  
 

The ďiggest ĐhalleŶge is tryiŶg to persuade people to 
adopt or eǀeŶ foster aŶiŵals iŶ GreeĐe. OteŶ, ǁheŶ  
people Đall us to let us kŶoǁ they haǀe fouŶd aŶ aŶiŵal iŶ 
Ŷeed ǁe ǁill irst ask ǁhether they Đould take the aŶiŵal 

iŶ theŵselǀes. To ŵake this traŶsiioŶ as sŵooth as  
possiďle, ǁe ofer theŵ soŵe proǀisioŶs suĐh as the irst 
ǀaĐĐiŶaioŶ, ǁorŵiŶg, aŶd the oďligatory ŵiĐroĐhip free of 
Đharge. We also ǁork ǁith people ǁho ĐoŶtaĐt us ǁheŶ 
they ǁaŶt to giǀe their aŶiŵal up aŶd ǁe try to eǆplore 
the reasoŶs they ĐaŶ͛t keep the aŶiŵal aŶyŵore aŶd iŶd 
soluioŶs that ǁould help theŵ to keep it. 

 

Hoǁ do Ǉou ƌaise fuŶds?  
 

First, ǁe haǀe a ͚ǀirtual adopioŶ͛ systeŵ. We urge 
people or groups to ǀirtually adopt oŶe of our  
aŶiŵals for Ϯ5 euro per ŵoŶth. We orgaŶise  
fuŶdraisiŶg ďazaars as oteŶ as ǁe ĐaŶ iŶĐludiŶg at 
Christŵas, Easter, May Day, suŵŵer aŶd iŶ OĐtoďer, 
to ĐoiŶĐide ǁith the WAG-A-THON ǁalk.  We Đut our 
Đake oŶ Neǁ Year͛s Eǀe aŶd haǀe a HalloǁeeŶ daŶĐe 
aŶd haǀe also had ǀoluŶteers ruŶŶiŶg the ŵarathoŶ 
to raise ŵoŶey for us for the past 3 years. 
 

What aƌe the ďiggest aŶiŵal ǁelfaƌe pƌoďleŵs iŶ 
Ǉouƌ aƌea? 

 

The proďleŵs ǁe usually faĐe are those typiĐally fouŶd iŶ 
urďaŶ areas suĐh as aďaŶdoŶŵeŶt of aŶiŵals. Perhaps 
ďeĐause people are aǁare of our aŶiŵal ǁelfare ǁork, 
ŵaŶy aďaŶdoŶ aŶiŵals outside or arouŶd the shelter aŶd 
this ĐaŶ ďe eǆtreŵely diiĐult to ŵaŶage, due to laĐk of 
spaĐe iŶ the shelter aŶd our foster hoŵes.   
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          OperaiŶg iŶ GreeĐe as:  

 

 

Pups at the shelter 

Spotlight on a Greek animal 
welfare group 



CaŶ Ǉou tell us aďout a suĐĐess stoƌǇ?  
 

It ǁas May 5, Ϯ0ϭϰ, ǁheŶ ǁe fouŶd a 
giaŶt dog, a ŵasif type, ied up outside 
our shelter, aďaŶdoŶed. He ǁas iŶ ǀery 
poor ĐoŶdiioŶ aŶd Đould ďarely staŶd up. 
Both of his hiŶd legs had deep ǁouŶds iŶ 
tǁo plaĐes aŶd ǁe Đould see the ďoŶe 
protrudiŶg. VeteriŶary tests shoǁed the 
poor dog had LeishŵaŶia, ǁhiĐh hadŶ͛t – 
thaŶkfully - daŵaged his ǀital orgaŶs, ďut 
the siĐkŶess had takeŶ its toll aŶd Talos, 
as ǁe Ŷaŵed hiŵ, ǁas iŶ a ďad ǁay.  The 
ǁouŶds ǁe saǁ oŶ his ďody ǁere sores 
that had Đaused osteoŵyeliis so ǁe 
treated these ƋuiĐkly aŶd started  
IŶteŶsiǀe treatŵeŶt for LeishŵaŶia aŶd  
aŶiďioiĐs for the pressure sores. At the 
saŵe iŵe, ǀoluŶteers tried to giǀe hiŵ 
as ŵuĐh loǀe as possiďle aŶd heal the 
ǁouŶds of his soul. AŶd a ŵiraĐle  
happeŶed! Gradually he rose to his feet 
aŶd ďegaŶ to ǁalk teŶtaiǀely aŶd sloǁly. 
The ǁouŶds started healiŶg aŶd just three 
ŵoŶths later, Talos ǁagged his tail, aŶd 
ďarked like aŶy other dog. With the help of 
GAWF/ AŶiŵal AĐioŶ ǁe Ŷeutered hiŵ as 
ǁell.   
 

TheŶ a seĐoŶd ŵiraĐle happeŶed.  
AleǆaŶder, a kiŶd youŶg ŵaŶ had  
preǀiously adopted Oliǀer froŵ us ǁho ǁas 
a CaŶe Corso ǁith daŵaged kidŶeys - also 
Đaused ďy LeishŵaŶia. AleǆaŶder ofered 
Oliǀer a happy aŶd loǀiŶg life uŶil he 
passed aǁay at ǁhiĐh iŵe he ǀisited the 
shelter agaiŶ aŶd this iŵe ŵet aŶd adopt-
ed Talos! This giaŶt of a dog ǁho had ďeeŶ 
reduĐed to a ǁeak aŶd ĐoǁeriŶg ǁreĐk ďy 
disease aŶd ŶegleĐt Ŷoǁ staŶds tall aŶd 
proud aŶd liǀes a ǀery happy life ǁith AleǆaŶ-
der aŶd his faŵily – ŶothiŶg less thaŶ he de-
serǀes! It is outĐoŵes like this that keep us all 
goiŶg through the eǆĐepioŶally hard iŵes 
aŶd people like AleǆaŶder ǁho giǀe us hope 
for a ďeter future of aŶiŵals iŶ GreeĐe.  
 

BǇ EǀgeŶia Mataragka 
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          OperaiŶg iŶ GreeĐe as:  

Talos was found tied up outside the 
shelter in a terrible way... 

...but with love and care he survived and 
has found a forever home with Alexander 

Friends of Animals, Nea Filadelfia 

For ŵore iŶforŵaioŶ:  
htp://ǁǁǁ.frieŶdsofaŶiŵals-Ŷf.Đoŵ 



  

Please help animals in Greece—renew your membership or send a donation today 

 

Name of your bank: 
 

Address & postcode 

of your bank: 
 

 

Bank Sort Code: 
 

Your account No:  
 

 

Please pay to Lloyds TSB Bank plc, Butler Place Branch, 
1 Butler Place, London SW1H 0RP Sort Code: 309897 to 
the credit of the Greek Animal Welfare Fund, Account No: 
00747919, my donation of : 

annually / monthly (delete as applicable) on  

day □□ month □□ year □□ and until 
further notice.  
 

 

Name: 
 

 

Address  
& postcode: 
 

Date: 
 

 

Signature:  
 

Regular giving: Banker’s Standing Order 

Amount in words 

 

Name:  
 

Address & 

Postcode: 
 

Email/phone: 
  

 

I would like to join GAWF/renew my annual membership (& receive this magazine twice a year) & enclose:  

□ £20  □ Retired/Student/Under 18/Unwaged £15 □ Lifetime £200   

I enclose a donation of: □£100  □£50  □£25  □£10  □Other £ 

 

Please debit my Charity/Barclaycard/Visa/Mastercard card No: 
 

Expiry date:   In the sum of £                                    
 

Security code:   

  Please tick the box if you would like an acknowledgement 
 

 

If you use Internet banking you can donate via electronic transfer. Our bank details are below 
 

Please make cheques/POs payable to GAWF Ltd or Greek Animal Welfare Fund Ltd 

 

MM / YY  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please return to: The Greek Animal Welfare Fund, 51 Borough High Street, London, SE1 1NB 

Tel: 0207 357 8500 Email: gawf@gawf.org.uk Website: www.animalactiongreece.gr 
 

Charity Number: 233574 Company Number: 881216 

Gift Aid declaration – for past, present & future  
donations—GAWF/Greek Animal Welfare Fund 

 

Please treat as Git Aid doŶaioŶs all ƋualifyiŶg gits of ŵoŶey ŵade  
today          iŶ the past ϰ years              iŶ the future 

 

Please iĐk all ďoǆes Ǉou ǁish to applǇ. 
I ĐoŶirŵ I haǀe paid or ǁill pay aŶ aŵouŶt of IŶĐoŵe Taǆ aŶd/or Capital 
GaiŶs Taǆ for eaĐh taǆ year ;ϲ April to 5 AprilͿ that is at least eƋual to the 
aŵouŶt of taǆ that all the Đhariies or CoŵŵuŶity Aŵateur “ports Cluďs 
;CA“CsͿ that I doŶate to ǁill reĐlaiŵ oŶ ŵy gits for that taǆ year. I uŶder-
staŶd that other taǆes suĐh as VAT aŶd CouŶĐil Taǆ do Ŷot Ƌualify. I uŶder-
staŶd the Đharity ǁill reĐlaiŵ Ϯϴp of taǆ oŶ eǀery £ϭ that I gaǀe up to 5 
April Ϯ0ϭ0 aŶd ǁill reĐlaiŵ Ϯ5p of taǆ oŶ eǀery £ϭ that I giǀe oŶ or ater ϲ 
April Ϯ0ϭ0. 
 

DoŶoƌ͛s details 

Title___________First Ŷaŵe____________________________ 

“urŶaŵe _____________________________________________________ 

Full hoŵe address _____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

___________________________PostĐode _________________________ 

Date ________________________________________________________ 

“igŶature ____________________________________________________ 
 

Please noify the charity or CASC if you: 
WaŶt to ĐaŶĐel this deĐlaraioŶ, ĐhaŶge Ǉour Ŷaŵe or hoŵe address or Ŷo 
loŶger paǇ suiĐieŶt taǆ oŶ Ǉour iŶĐoŵe aŶd/or Đapital gaiŶs. 
If Ǉou paǇ IŶĐoŵe Taǆ at the higher or addiioŶal rate aŶd ǁaŶt to reĐeiǀe the 
addiioŶal taǆ relief due to Ǉou, Ǉou ŵust iŶĐlude all Ǉour Git Aid doŶaioŶs oŶ 
Ǉour “elf AssessŵeŶt taǆ returŶ or ask HM ReǀeŶue aŶd Custoŵs to adjust Ǉour 
taǆ Đode. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 


